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Introduction 

Home was the theme of this year’s New Mills Festival.  Saint George’s has stood 

in the midst of our community as the spiritual home of generation after 

generation of New Mills families.  The building itself is the spiritual Home where 

people gather to worship and adore God our Father (Communion).  It is the 

spiritual home where we meet with our brothers and sister in Christ 

(Community).  It is the spiritual home we are sent out from to serve God and 

neighbour in the world (Commission).  It’s a place families can gather to mark 

out key life events.   

Home is also the theme of the Church of England’s Season of Creation 2021.   

Creationtide runs between 01st September and 04th October, but at Saint 

George’s we have move it to October,  building up to the COP26 Conference 

in Glasgow this year.   

How can we, as the Parish Church, the spiritual home of the people of New 

Mills, work better with other groups and organisations to cherish and care for 

home Community?  How do we better live out our responsibility to be wise 

and generous stewards of God’s gifts and care for all of His creation, 

ensuring a fairer sharing of the world’s resources?  How do we better 

express our care for the whole human family by trying to create a world fit 

for future generations to call home?    

The daunting size of the task before us seems so great that we may feel that 

whatever we do, we won’t make an impact.  And that’s perhaps true… 

individually.  But as the worshipping community of Saint George’s, pooling 

our efforts, we can make a difference.  As one of several local groups and 

organisations caring for our home town of New Mills, we can make a 

difference and change things for the better.   And when all the nations are 

working to heal the brokenness of our home planet, God is honoured and 

our fellow humanity enriched.   

With my prayers and every blessing, 

Fr. Owain  

[An expanded version of this reflection was included in Martyr’s Message Sept 21] 

 



An Invitation to join us in praying for the COP26 Conference  

This year we are linking our Harvest Thanksgiving in with Creationtide as the 

world leaders prepare for the COP26 International Climate Change summit.    

We begin on 03rd October with our climate Sunday Eucharist (10 a.m.) and 

conclude this period of prayer with a Harvest Carol Service at 6.30 p.m. on 

Sunday 31st October.   
 

As Christians we pray regularly for wise stewardship of God’s gifts, for a fairer 

sharing of the world’s resources and for humanities care of God’s creation.  As 

disciples, we do not give God a to do list and sit back, leaving Him to sort things 

out.  We respond actively to Christ’s call to share in God’s work – the missio 

Dei - in the world.  We consider practical steps we might adopt to make a big 

difference at church, at home and in the wider world.    
 

The season of Creationtide offers an opportunity to do something practical to 

improve the health of our planet and to focus on the Five Marks of Mission.  

Our mission priorities of nurturing our discipleship, raising the profile of Saint 

George’s and reaching out to children and young families create many 

opportunities to respond proactively. 
 

The Five Marks of Mission  

To Proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom (Tell) 

To teach, baptise and nurture new believers (Teach) 

To respond to human need by loving service (Tend) 

To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every 

kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation (Transform) 

To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life 

of the earth (Treasure) 
 

Perhaps, like me, you are only now becoming more fully aware of the pressing 

challenges before us and are unsure about where to begin.  Or you may have 

been actively striving to care for the planet for many years.  Included in this 

booklet are some prayer resources, places where you can find practical tips 

and information on things happening locally as we begin to address the healing 

and wise stewardship of God’s creation, which I pray you will find helpful.   
 

I wish to sat a huge thank you to the team who has worked to plan for our 

celebration of Creationtide this year, and I  thank all who have contributed 

information and ideas to this booklet.   



 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/792541841408318 



Outlining is the issues… 

Many churches celebrate creationtide during September.  We at Saint 

George’s have chosen to mark the season in October this year, to help 

us focus our prayer and our missional thinking and activity as the world 

prepares for the COP 26 Conference which takes place in Glasgow from 

the 01st to the 12th of November. 

The COP 26 website states that Climate change is the greatest risk 

facing us all, and goes on to say: 

Around the world storms, floods and wildfires are intensifying. Air 

pollution sadly affects the health of tens of millions of people and 

unpredictable weather causes untold damage to homes and livelihoods 

too.  

But while the impacts of climate change are devastating, advances in 

tackling it are leading to cleaner air, creating good jobs, restoring nature 

and at the same time unleashing economic growth. 

Despite the opportunities we are not acting fast enough. To grip this 

crisis, countries need to join forces urgently.  

They also agreed to step up efforts to adapt to the impacts of climate 

change and to make finance flows consistent with a pathway towards 

low greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient development. 

By completing and implementing the Paris Agreement at Glasgow, we 

can show that the world is able to work together to tackle this crucial 

challenge.  

And by uniting behind a green recovery from coronavirus, which creates 

sustainable jobs and addresses the urgent and linked challenges of public 

health, climate change, and biodiversity loss, we can safeguard the 

environment for future generations. 
 



As disciples, why should this be our concern … 
 

Why act?   

• the environment is God’s gift to everyone 

• we have a responsibility towards each other to protect it 

• we are not isolated from others or from creation 

• our impact on the planet is reducing biodiversity, changing 

the climate, and polluting the earth. 

• around the world, climate change is affecting food security, 

creating social vulnerability, and disrupting peace and 

security.  

 

But there is good news 

• almost every action you take will have a positive impact 

• cutting down air pollution will improve health 

• saving energy saves us money 

• eating less meat and more vegetables is good for you 

• buying Fairtrade means a better deal for farmers 

 

What is climate change? 

The Earth's climate is not static. Over the billions of years of its 

existence, the Earth has changed many times in response to natural 

causes. 

But when people talk about climate change today, they mean 

the unprecedented changes in temperature over the last 100 

years caused by human activity. 

Over the last 100 years, the average temperature of the 

atmosphere near the Earth’s surface has risen by about 0.9 degrees 

Celsius. 

In 2015 all the world’s nations committed in the Paris 

Agreement to working to keep global temperatures ‘well below’ 

2oC and ‘endeavour to limit’ them to 1.5oC. 



If the temperature rises over 2 degrees, the impact could be 

extreme. And it will be difficult to cope with. 

There are likely to be more extreme weather events (e.g. heat 

waves, floods, tropical storms, etc.) and sea levels will continue to 

rise. 

These effects will become more likely and will have a bigger impact 

when they happen, unless we take action to reduce our 

CO2 emissions now. 

[Adapted article extracted from the CofE website] 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-

views/environment-and-climate-change/why-you-should-act  

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-

views/environment-and-climate-change/how-you-can-act/sustainable-2#na  

 

Faith communities are places where those small 

groups of thoughtful and committed citizens are 

found. We are not perfect. We are not uniform. 

But we are communities of hope whose values 

lead us to work for change …to bring about a 

more sustainable world. Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford  

 

New Mill Litter Pick Party 
 

Details and information about the New Mills Litter Pick Party events can be 

found on their Facebook page 

“A group of like minded people who want to keep a clean and tidy 
neighbourhood free from litter and have fun.  We're also on twitter 
@NMlitterpickers” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Newmillslitterpickparty  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Newmillslitterpickparty


A Thanksgiving for Creation 

 

You, Christ, are the image of the unseen God,  
the first-born of all creation. 
You created all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
thrones, dominions, sovereignties, powers,  
all things were created through you and for you. 
Lord of all creation 
we worship and adore you. 

You are the radiant light of God’s glory: 
you hold all creation together by your word of power. 
Lord of all creation 
we worship and adore you. 

You are the first to be born from the dead. 
All perfection is found in you, 
and all things were reconciled through you and for you, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when you made peace by your death on the cross. 
Lord of all creation 
we worship and adore you. 

The Church is your body, 
you are its head. 
You take your place in heaven 
at the right hand of the divine majesty, 
where we worship and adore you  
with all your creation, singing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

cf Colossians 1.15-18 

  



A form of Intercession 

Let us pray to God the almighty, the King of creation. 

God said, ‘Let there be light.’ Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 

your truth. We praise you for your fatherly care in creating a universe which 

proclaims your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the creator of all, and let your 

light  shine upon our world.  God of life: hear our prayer. 

God said, ‘Let there be a firmament in the midst of the heavens.’  We thank 

you for the vastness of the universe and the mysteries of space.  We pray for 

all scientists and astronomers who extend the boundaries of our knowledge.  

As we contemplate the wonder of the heavens, confirm us in the truth that 

every human being is known and loved by you. God of life: hear our prayer. 

God said, ‘Let the waters be gathered together, and let dry land appear.’  We 

thank you for the beauty of the earth, for the diversity of land and sea, for the 

resources of the earth. Give us the will to cherish this planet and to use its 

riches for the good and welfare of all.  God of life: hear our prayer.  

God said, ‘Let there be lights in the sky to separate the day and the night.’  We 

thank you for the warmth of the sun, the light of the moon, the glory of the 

stars.  We praise you for the formations of clouds, the radiance of dawn and 

sunset. Save us from wasting or abusing the energy on which all life depends. 

Open our eyes to behold your beauty, and our lips to praise your name.  God 

of life: hear our prayer. 

God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth living creatures, and let birds fly across 

the sky.’  We thank you for the teeming life of the seas, and the flight of the 

birds. Help us to protect the environment so that all life may flourish. God of 

life: hear our prayer. 

God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind.’  We rejoice 

in the variety of animal life. Grant us grace to treat all animals with respect and 

care; to protect endangered species, to preserve the variety of habitats, and to 

honour the delicate balance of nature. God of life: hear our prayer. 

God said, ‘Let us create human beings in our own image.’  We pray for the 

human family. We exult in its diversity and giftedness, we repent of its sins, 

divisions and violence. By the power of your Spirit, restore your image within 

us, through Christ who came to remake us by his death and resurrection. God 

of life: hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, you have filled the world with beauty: open our eyes to 

behold your gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole 



creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through 

whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the COP26 Conference 
 

Creator God, giver of life, You sustain the earth and direct the 

nations. In this time of climate crisis grant us clarity to hear the 

groaning of creation and the cries of the poor; challenge us to 

change our lifestyles; guide our leaders to take courageous action; 

enable your church to be a beacon of hope; and foster within us a 

renewed vision of your purposes for your world; Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, by and for whom all things were made. Amen. 

 

A Prayer in Times of Crisis 

God of compassion, 

we rejoice in the unity that is at the heart of your creation; 

look upon our land and heal it, 

and from … , 

good Lord, deliver us. 

As we stand before you in prayer for all who are suffering, 

grant that your light may shine in their darkness, 

and that we may bear one another’s burdens 

and so fulfil your law of love. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Collect for Climate Sunday 

Glorious God,  

The whole of creation proclaims your marvellous work:  

Increase in us a capacity to wonder and delight in it,  

That heaven’s praise may echo in our hearts  

and our lives be spent as good stewards of the earth,  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



 
Takes place monthly.  www.facebook.com/TransitionNewMills 



What do young people think? 
 

School Eco-warriors 
Jo and Charles’ grandson Ben has been made one of his school’s eco-warriors.   

Ben says that as they have only had one meeting so far they have not put any 

plans in place yet for what they are going to do as a group, but “an eco-warrior 

is someone who goes to meetings to answer questions about good and bad 

things for the ecosystem.  An eco-warrior is also the person who asks 

questions.  It is important for an eco-warrior to be kind to the eco system”. 

Ben’s ideas of ways to look after the planet: 

• Don’t drop litter. 

• Recycle plastic masks to turn them into litter pickers. 

• Stop  cutting down trees.  

• Stop poaching animals and look after them. 

• Raise money for different types of charities that look after the world. 
Climate change is a big problem for our planet.  There will be no home for 

polar bears if all the ice melts.  That is because of the pollution levels. 

It is important to look after our planet because it is GREAT! 

       

Get your voice heard: write a letter for creation 

Letters for Creation invites children and young people under 30 to 

write letters reflecting on what caring for creation means to them 

and how they want their voice to be heard in the climate justice 

conversation. 

'Letters' — whether physical letters or videos, photographs, poems, songs, 

posters, and so on — will then be collated to form a travelling exhibition, 

hopefully touring events such as COP26 (the UN's climate change 

conference) as well as being showcased digitally. You can read more about 

the genesis of the project below. 

If you would like to find out more, head to the Christian Aid website or 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-

change/creationtide/get-your-voice-heard-write-letter-creation  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/letters-creation


YCCN  Young Christian Climate Network  
 
We are an action-focused community of young Christians in the UK 
aged 18-30, choosing to follow Jesus in the pursuit of climate justice. 
 

https://www.yccn.uk/home  

 

The Catechism of the CofE teaches us, ‘From the Creeds I learn to believe in 

one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who is the creator and ruler of the 

universe, and has made all things for his glory.’ (para 11) 
 

The BBC website offers an excellent, clear and simple summary of 

the Christian perspectives on the doctrine of creation 

 

Creation - Key beliefs in Christianity - GCSE Religious Studies Revision - AQA 

- BBC Bitesize 

 

 

A Rocha UK’s award scheme for churches who want to 
demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s earth. 
A free online survey and supporting resources are designed to equip your 

church to express your care for God’s world in your worship and teaching; in 

how you look after your buildings and land; in how you engage with your local 

community and in global campaigns, and in the personal lifestyles of your 

congregation. 

 

Our vision is for churches of all denominations to care for creation as an 

integral part of loving their neighbours and following God faithfully. 

 

Help us bring that vision to reality by participating in Eco Church. 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ 

https://www.yccn.uk/home
https://www.yccn.uk/home
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z683rwx/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z683rwx/revision/1
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/


Practical steps to take at home and in church 
 

Here are some of the suggestion’s offered by members of Saint George’s and 
the wider community in our conversations… 
 

Pray daily… 
• for wise and generous stewardship of God’s gifts 

• for a fairer sharing of the world’s resources 

• for humanities care of God’s creation  

• and for justice throughout the world 

• for those whose decisions shape our future world 
 

… and take action, working towards creating: 

 Sustainable Buildings 
Small changes to our churches and our homes to make a difference … 

• consider changing to a ‘green’ energy provider 

• use energy saving lightbulbs and remember to switch off lights when 
they’re not needed 

• create a nature area in the churchyard or at home 

• discover your building’s carbon footprint using the Energy Footprint 
Tool on the CofE website  

• use the Eco Church Survey Tool on the CofE website  
 

 Sustainable Lifestyles 
Small changes could we make in our lives that would contribute to a big and 
positive impact upon God’s creation … 

• shop locally and ethically where possible e.g. Miller’s Refiller’s, 
FairTrade, etc. 

• support local projects or groups, e.g. Transition New Mills, Litter 
Pickers, etc.  

• recycle and go plastic free 

• use a water filter jug rather than buying bottled water 

• think about how we travel 

• lobby the PCC, Deanery, Diocesan and General Synods to press for 
change and speak out prophetically 

• Volunteer - The Repair Café is always looking for people who are able 
to repair things if you have gifts and talents to share  



Some Useful Websites   
 

Christian Aid https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/pledge-pray-cop26 
 

CAFOD https://cafod.org.uk/News/UK-news/Celebrate-World-Day-of-Prayer 
 

Tearfund https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2020/02/how-to-pray-for-the-

climate-crisis/ 
 

UK Government’s policy on climate change adaptation 

https://www.gov.uk/environment/climate-change-adaptation 
 

Met Office’s climate guide https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate-guide 
 

NASA and the consequences of climate change https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/ 

 

UK’s climate projections for 2080 

ttp://ukclimateprojections.metoffice.gov.uk/21708 
 

 

For more on COP26  www.ukcop26.org links to both below: 

 

UN Climate Change Conference (COP26)– Glasgow 2021  

Together for Our Planet – Resources and ideas for young people 

 

Green Christians https://greenchristian.org.uk/ 

 
ASWA: The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals  

https://www.aswa.org.uk/ 

 

  https://sarx.org.uk/  

 

 

WWF’s Living planet report 2016 

http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/?282370/Living-Planet-Report-2016 

 

https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/
http://www.ukcop26.org/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/
https://www.aswa.org.uk/
https://sarx.org.uk/


Pillars of Creation – Hubble Space Telescope 
“I realised that over this difficult period, how much our world means 

and the thoughtlessness of our generation which must be corrected for 

the future” Pillars of Creation. 
 

Hubble Space Telescope 

Information from Hubble now proves that there is conclusive evidence 

that the Universe is far bigger than we can imagine.  It’s impossible not 

to be intimidated by this knowledge.  One of the photos sent back from 

space called “Pillars of Creation” is incredible. 
 

 
PillarOfCreationOil.png (2331×2400) (openclipart.org) 

Our thanks to GT for sharing her reflections with us. 
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